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Bandon Hill’s first ever STEM day was a roaring success!! The children   

absolutely loved getting dressed up and actively taking part in their 

year group science projects.  

Year 6 created robots with light up eyes, year 5 made mechanical 

hands, years 4 and 2 created climbing robots, year 3 balancing robots 

and reception and year 1 created robots using different materials.  

The children wowed their teachers with their knowledge in the STEM day 

quiz and they thoroughly enjoyed their robot themed maths lessons. We 

have attached some pictures of STEM day below - we hope you enjoy 

looking at them as much as we enjoyed participating in the activities. 

 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

Why do leaves go 

crispy? 

Celebrations Woodland Wonders Marvellous            

Masterpieces 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Hunted! Woodfest /        

Meadowfest 

Planetary Pioneers Frozen 

What was your 

child’s favourite 

part of their last 

topic? What did 

they learn? 
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Miss Johnstone says…. 

 

 

Do you know?  

Which desert has never 

had any rain ever        

recorded? 

 

Best bits! 

“I learned that male peacocks 

have bright colours to show off 

and attract females. And animals 

have spots and stripes to blend in 

with their habitat.” Logan, 7 

“I liked learning 

about the features of 

predators. For exam-

ple they have sharp 

teeth for ripping 

flesh.” Dexter, 8 

“I enjoyed this topic       

because we explored   

colours and shapes in 

our art like the artist              

Kandinsky.” Bella, 6 

“I liked learning 

about          

Halloween    

because I liked 

drawing a 

witch.” Freya, 5 

''I loved learning all about 

the features of different 

planets and then creating 

a fact file about a certain 

planet.'' Nelly, 9 

"I found 

learning 

about the 

Titanic very 

interesting." 

Boo, 10  

“I liked the Science Day 

because we did fun  

experiments.” Harper, 6 

“I enjoyed Woodfest because I loved 

learning about music. I really enjoyed 

the Andy Warhol art lesson where we 

used his artwork for inspiration to cre-

ate our own paintings.” Sienna, 9  

I am passionate about learning in all subjects as I 

think it is so important to keep my brain active with 

new  information. One subject which I particularly en-

joy, however, is Geography. Geography doesn't just 

teach us about locations - it teaches us about wildlife 

and the climates they live in. It teaches us about hu-

mans and how they behave based on where they 

live. It teaches us about the Earth and what makes this   

planet so special. I love finding out about new places 

around the world and imagining what it would be like 

to travel there and I particularly enjoy learning about 

extreme climates like Antarctica and rainforests. Why 

is it so difficult to live in a desert? What would happen 

if where we live suddenly became a desert? 

"I loved finding out about 

new animals that I didn't 

know about before.  I liked 

making my woodland     

puppet." Thomas, 6 

“I enjoyed making the 3D predator. I 

found it a little tricky at first but I worked 

at solving each problem and was hap-

py with my final product.” an Oak child 

“When we were doing the 

art because we learnt all 

about different artists and I 

really liked drawing pictures 

like these artists.” Aurora, 6 

“Making the 

predator was 

my favourite 

part! We got 

to dress up as 

a predator 

and we learnt 

that predators 

have prey 

and they can 

even be prey 

themselves.” 

Elsie, 8 

" I really liked drawing and 

sketching my village in the style 

of John Constable." Sofia, 6 

"I enjoyed  

creating an 

artistic version 

of the North-

ern Lights.” 

Emma, 10 
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Spotlight on….. French 
games.  We start with listening 

and speaking as a whole 

class, learning new words 

alongside mimes and actions 

to help us to remember, 

(sometimes we can’t remem-

ber the actual word but we 

can do the action to show our 

understanding), we play 

games against the teacher, 

then half the class against the 

other half of the class and in 

smaller teams, until we are 

confident to use that new lan-

guage in a paired activity.  

When our teacher is confident 

that we KNOW the words, we 

might start reading some sen-

tences and writing some 

words and phrases, but we 

Why are we so keen on French 

at Bandon Hill?  The children 

here LOVE their French lessons!   

Children from EYFS up to Year 6  

are fearless in their attitude to 

spontaneously using the lan-

guage, whether in lesson or 

out.   

Our French teachers are regu-

larly stopped in the corridors 

just so children can use their 

French language. Classes 

cheer when they know it is 

time for French!  

We foster a love of learning 

languages, we provide a fun 

environment in which to learn 

and use new vocabulary, 

through songs, videos and 

always have sup-

port available.  We 

have produced some amaz-

ing spoken language work in 

videos and written work is al-

ways displayed for other year 

groups to see and get excited 

about what they will do when 

they are in that year.  And of 

course we are extremely lucky 

as a school to have a sub-

scription to Linguascope 

which allows children the pos-

sibility of playing games to re-

inforce their language learn-

ing at home, and they tell us 

how much they enjoy this.  

Our children go on to High 

School very well prepared 

and confident in their lan-

guage skills. 

An Antarctic Explorer visits Year 6 
however, 

this was 

cut sort 

due to 

one  

member 

getting severe frostbite and 

almost losing his life. Al also 

got frostbite and lost the tips 

of both of his thumbs. After an 

unsuccessful operation to try 

Lynn from Thames Class writes 

“Year 6 had the opportunity to 

join a virtual presentation from 

Al Sylvester MBE, a renowned 

mountain rescuer with the 

RAF, for their ‘Frozen’ topic 

hook. Al Sylvester gave himself 

the challenge to walk to the 

South Pole in Antarctica. He 

set off with four companions 

to try an achieve this goal, 

and fix his thumbs, Al was 

asked to leave the RAF. He was 

devastated. However, this did 

not stop him; he has since 

reached Basecamp at Everest 

and  completed many sporting 

challenges for charity. Al's mot-

to is to always look for the posi-

tive and he says that the only 

person in the way of your 

dreams is the person you see in 

the mirror.” Inspirational! 

Year 4 Rocks It Out! 
thing musical! We all listened 

to different music genres like 

Pop, rock and other different 

genres. We watched different 

music videos and we look at 

the work of different musicians 

such as the Carshalton Opera 

and the Black swan Morris 

dancers. It was really interest-

Mahika from 

Tyne Class 

shares her   

experience 

from their 

Hook Day for the Woodfest 

topic. 

“As it was a festival day, we 

were to be dresses in some-

ing to learn about local talents 

and we also discussed our own 

musical abilities within our year 

group.  

It was a fantastic 

day that got us  re-

ally excited for our 

new topic.”   
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Spring Term 1 topic fun at home 

Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

When can we have 

a pet? 

 

 

 

 

1. Think about a pet you would 

really like. What would you 

need to prepare before it came 

home? How would you look 

after it? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Design a pet house. Will it be 

a kennel? An aquarium? A bird-

cage? What extras could you 

add to make your pet really 

comfortable?  

Chinese New Year / 

Transport 

1. Use junk and recycling materi-

als to create a dragon mask for 

a Chinese New Year parade at 

home. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Find out which Chinese New 

Year Zodiac animal you are and 

draw and colour a picture of it.  

 

 

London calling! 

1. Search the web with an adult 

to find images of different cities 

in the world. Create a scrap-

book of your favourite cities and 

include pictures, labels and 

captions. Can you find and 

record a short fact about each 

city? 

 

 

 

 

2. Create and label a picture or 

map of a fantasy city. What 

type of buildings would be in 

your city and what would they 

look like? What transport would 

people use in this city?  

 

 

Castle Chronicles 

1. Play a tumbling tower game 

such as Jenga, with your family. 

What are the best ways of 

keeping the tower upright? See 

if you can take some action 

shots or videos of the tower fall-

ing!  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Find, on a world map or 

globe, all the famous landmarks 

you would like to visit. Which 

continents are they in? How 

would you get there? Talk to 

your grown ups and explain 

your choices. Make a digital 

display showing images of your 

favourite places and giving 

information about each country 

or city.  

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

From source to sea 

1. Visit a river and test the flow 

by playing Pooh sticks. It’s 

easy… just drop a stick from a 

bridge into the water and let it 

race your friends’ sticks under 

the bridge. 

 

 

 

2. Find out how to save water 

around the home. Make a list of 

top tips to advise your family on 

water conservation.  

3. Make a rain gauge and use it 

to measure rainfall in your    

garden.  

 

 

 

Expeliarmous! 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Make a sketch of any interest-

ing bottles you have at home. 

Remember to add patterns, 

textures, shading and finer   

details!  

 

 

 

 

2. Make ice lollies at home. Can 

you add a surprise ingredient 

that reveals itself as the ice 

melts?  

Critters 

1. Make a comparison between 

two minibeasts. How are they 

similar? How are they different? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. If you could be an insect for a 

day, what kind would you be? 

Why? Where would you live? 

How safe would you be from 

predators?  

 

 

 

 

I am Unique! 

 

 

1. Gather data on your family 

and friends at home. Measure 

and record foot size, height, 

hand span, arm span, middle 

digit length and the distance 

from wrist to elbow. Display the 

data in charts and spreadsheets 

and look for patterns.  

 

 

 

 

2. Create a fact file of world 

records for sporting events that 

interest you. Which records 

would you like to break?      

Consider what kind of training is 

needed to achieve these goals. 

Do you think people can be         

naturally good at sports?  
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Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 

When can we have 

a pet? 

 

Chinese New Year / 

Transport 

London calling! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Castle Chronicles 

 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

From source to sea 

 

Expeliarmous! 

 

Critters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am Unique! 

Books to boost your topic interest! 


