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Locational Knowledge 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 To know where live 

(city/town) 

 Name the four 

countries and 

capital cities of the 

UK 

 Locate the four 

countries and 

capital cities of the 

UK  

 Identify 

characteristics of 

the four countries of 

the UK and its 

surrounding seas  

 To locate the 

equator, North Pole 

and South Pole on a 

globe or on a world 

map. 

 Name and locate 

the world’s seven 

continents 

 Name and locate 

the world’s five 

oceans  

 Use North, South, 

West, East to 

describe a location. 

 Locate coasts, rivers 

and mountains in the 

UK. 

 Recall and locate the 

capital cities and 

counties of the UK. 

 Explain how time 

zones work (The Prime 

Meridian) 

 Identify land use 

patterns and how 

some of these 

aspects have 

changed over time  

 Locate Europe on 

world maps  

 Use maps to identify 

key countries and 

major cities in 

Europe  

 Locate and name 

the world’s famous 

volcanoes. 

 Locate the worlds 

countries using maps 

to focus on South 

America 

 Use maps to 

concentrate on the 

environmental 

regions of South 

America  

 Locate The Amazon 

River and the 

countries it flows 

through in South 

America using 

regular and digital 

maps. 

 Locate the major 

rainforests on recall 

their locations 

(continent/country) 

 Locate the Equator 

and Southern 

Hemisphere. 

 Identify the position 

and significance of 

the Southern 

hemisphere, latitude 

and longitude.  

 Locate the worlds 

countries using maps 

to focus on North 

America 

 Use maps to identify 

key physical and 

human 

characterises within 

North America 

 Identify the position 

and significance 

Northern 

hemisphere, tropic 

of cancer, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle.  

Place Knowledge 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Name some places 

in and around the 

school  

 Understand 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

 Identify the 

difference between 

British Isles, Great 

Britain and the UK.  

 Identify geographical 

similarities and 

differences through 

the study of human 

and physical 

 Describe how a 

place is part of a 

wider context – 

region, country, and 

continent.  

 Understand and 

explain the similarities 

and differences 

between UK and a 
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 Ask relevant 

questions about my 

town or other towns.  

 Compare life in our 

town to another 

place. 

 Name key places in 

our local area 

(church, shop, 

house, farm, park)  

 

studying the City of 

London and Brazil 

 Recognise some 

local landmarks and 

some landmarks of a 

non-European 

country I study. 

 Ask geographically 

relevant questions 

about a place.  

 Use appropriate 

vocabulary to 

describe what I like 

or don’t like about a 

place. 

 Recognise the 

geographical 

similarities and 

differences between 

places.  

 

geography of a 

region of the UK and 

a region in a 

European country 

(Italy) 
 

 Recognise the 

climate of a country 

based on its location. 

 Explain the lines on a 

globe and use the 

terms Longitude and 

Latitude. 

contrasting region I 

study (Asia) 

Human Geography 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Understand and use 

geographical 

vocabulary to 

explain the human 

features of a place 

(city, town,  factory, 

house, office, shop) 

 Recognise human 

features in the local 

area 

 Top identify 

seasonal and daily 

weather patterns in 

the UK  

 To identify the 

location of hot and 

cold areas of the 

world using my 

knowledge of the 

 Understand and use 

geographical 

vocabulary to 

explain the human 

features of a place 

(village, farm, port, 

harbour, shop) 

 Compare the lives of 

people between UK 

and a non-European 

country and explain 

the reasons using my 

geographical 

knowledge.  

 

 Explain what 

human 

features/geography 

of a place means.  

 Explain the human 

features of an area 

I study. 

 Explain why people 

live in cities/villages. 

 Describe and 

understand key 

aspects of the 

water cycle 

 Describe and 

understand I can 

explain how natural 

disasters (volcanoes 

and earthquakes) 

affect the lives of 

people. 

 Explain what 

natural resources 

are and how they 

affect the life 

around them.  

 Understand and 

explain why rivers 

are important. 

 Understand how 

human activity is 

affected by climate 

and the physical 

 Explain the effect of 

climate on a region 

and on people’s 

lives. 

 Explain why 

rainforests are 

important. 

 Explain the effect of 

humans on 

rainforests. 

 Suggest ways to 

improve places I 

study. 

 Explain how 

humans affect/alter 

their environments 

over time.  

 Explain how 

humans can act to 

 Describe and 

understand 

economic activity 

including trade links 

and the distribution 

of natural resources 

including energy, 

food, minerals and 

water  
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equator and North 

and South Poles 

 To observe the local 

weather and use a 

symbol to describe it 

(Class weather 

chart)  

 I can explain why 

people wear 

different clothes at 

the different parts of 

the year.  

 Explain the different 

jobs people might 

do to according to 

the weather of their 

countries. 

 Use geographical 

vocabulary  to 

describe  

 

geography of a 

place. 

 Describe some of 

the industry in my 

local area/in an 

area I study. 

sustain their 

environment. 

Physical Geography 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Identify the main 

features of hot and 

cold places.  

 Describe our town 

using pictures and 

words.  

 Know the four 

seasons and the 

differences 

between them.  

 Explain how 

weather changes 

according to 

season. 

 Determine the 

location of hot and 

cold areas in relation 

to the Equator and 

the Poles. 

 Use vocabulary to 

describe physical 

features of a place 

(island, beach, 

coast, ocean, 

mountain, cliff, 

valley, vegetation). 

 Describe the parts 

of a river and how 

they are formed. 

 Locate and 

describe physical 

features of a place 

use geographical 

vocabulary 

 

 Describe how 

volcanoes are 

created, explaining 

their features and 

how they erupt. 

 Describe the 

physical features of 

areas in Europe 

(mountains, rivers, 

lakes etc.)  
 Compare the 

physical geography 

of my local area 

 Describe the main 

features of a 

rainforest. 

 Describe and 

understand climate 

zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts. 

 Describe the 

physical features of 

areas in North 

America and India 

(mountains) 
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 Recognise physical 

features in the local 

area  

 Describe what 

places are like 

 Use vocabulary to 

describe physical 

features of a place 

(hill, soil, river, forest) 

with an area in 

Europe. 

 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 Use atlases and 

globes to identify 

the UK and its 

countries 

 Make a simple map 

of a small, familiar 

area.  

 Look at photos, 

videos and maps to 

recognise the 

physical features of 

an area. 

 Use observational 

skills to study the 

geography of my 

school and its 

surrounding area. 

 Use atlases, globes 

and maps to identify 

counties, continents 

and oceans 

 Describe my 

personal 

observations from 

visits to local 

landmarks. 

 Devise a simple map 

of an area I study 

and make a key with 

symbols. 

 Explain the physical 

features of an area I 

visit using 

appropriate 

vocabulary  

 Use maps (digital 

and others), atlases 

and globes to 

identify locations 

(countries and 

cities). 

 Find the same 

place on a globe 

and an atlas. 

 Use photographs, 

diagrams or maps 

to recognise some 

human and 

physical features of 

a place. 

 Draw a simple map 

using a key and 

symbols. 

 Carry out field work 

in my local area 

(River Wandle). 

 Use maps (digital 

and others), atlases 

and globes to 

identify locations in 

Europe and Italy 

 Make a sketch or 

diagram during my 

fieldwork.  

 Use simple grid 

references on a 

map. 

 Draw accurate 

maps with keys using 

symbols to represent 

different physical 

features. 

 Carry out field work 

in my local area 

focusing of 

Wallington 

 Use satellite images 

and aerial 

photographs of 

different places. 

 

 Use 4 figure grid 

references. 

 Locate a place on 

a map using 

longitude and 

latitude. 

 Use maps and 

atlases in different 

scales to identify 

features of a place 

 Use globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and 

describe features 

studied 

 Create own maps 

using primary and 

secondary sources 

of evidence. 

 Use eight points of 

a compass; know 

the function of 

contour lines and 

use of map scales. 

 Use 6 figure grid 

references  

 Create a map to 

show an area I 

studied (using a 

detailed key and 

symbols for physical 

features). 

 


