
Word Definition 

Antarctic A polar region around the Earth’s South Pole. 

Arctic A polar region located at the northern most part of the Earth (North Pole). 

Biodiversity A variety of things living in a given place. 

Classification Classification is a system used by scientists to describe organisms or living 

things. To classify things means to place them  in different categories.  

Climate The average measurement of  temperature over a long period of time.  

Climate Change A big change in the weather over a long period of time, now made worse by 

human pollution. 

Expedition A journey undertaken by a group of people. 

Food Chain A diagram to show how each living thing gets food. 

Glacier A large body of ice that remains frozen and moves slowly. 

Habitat The home of an animal or plant. 

Iceberg A large mass of ice that has broken away from a glacier and is floating in the 

ocean. 

Microorganism Microorganism, or microbes, are a  diverse group of minute, simple forms of 

life that include bacteria, algae, fungi, protozoa and viruses. 

Sea Ice Ice that is formed by freezing seawater. 

Settlement A place where people establish a community. 

Tundra A vast, flat, treeless region. 

Timeline of Endurance  

8th August 1914 Endurance leaves Britain. 

5th December 1914 Endurance leaves South Georgia Island. 

18th January 1915 Enters pack ice, ship is immoveable. 

24th February 1915 Ship routine ceased. 

15th October 1915 Ship cracks under pressure of ice, takes 

on water and is abandoned. 

21st November 1915 Ship sinks. 

March 1916 Attempts to move camp fail. 

9th April 1916 Set off on foot. 

18th April 1916 Arrive at Elephant Island. 

24th April 1916 Five leave on lifeboat to seek help. 

9th May 1916 Arrive South Georgia 

30th May 1916 Crew rescued on fourth attempt 
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RMS Titanic 

RMS Titanic was a British passenger liner operated by the White Star Line that sank 

in the North Atlantic Ocean in the early morning hours of 15 April 1912, after striking 

an iceberg during her maiden voyage from Southampton to New York City. Of 

the estimated 2,224 passengers and crew aboard, more than 1,500 died, making 

the sinking one of modern history's deadliest peacetime commercial marine disas-

ters.  
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Key Knowledge 

The Arctic region is found in the Northern Hemisphere and includes parts of     

Canada, Alaska, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Greenland and Iceland 

along with the Arctic Ocean. Temperatures can reach -68°c in the winter 

months, making it one of the coldest places on Earth. 

The Antarctic region is found in the Southern Hemisphere and is the world’s fifth 

largest continent. It is covered in an ice sheet that is up to 4.8km thick. It is the 

coldest, driest, highest and windiest continent on Earth. Temperatures can reach   

-89°c, there is no precipitation and wind speeds can reach 80km per hour in 

some areas. 

Nature – The Arctic region is home to small populations of people and an    

amazing variety of plants and animals, including the polar bear, the Arctic fox 

and the walrus. There are no people that live permanently in the Antarctic    

region and only two native kinds of flowering plants, but it has a rich sea life,   

including the emperor penguin, humpback whale and leopard seal. 

Inuit Art – he Inuit live in the Arctic regions of Canada, Alaska, Siberia and 

Greenland. The early Inuit adapted to the cold, harsh conditions of the Arctic 

region and became expert builders, hunters, craftspeople and artists. In         

Canada today, Inuit artists create beautiful sculptures, paintings, prints and 

drawings that are inspired by the animals, landscape and people of the Arctic 

region. 

Auroras – Auroras are displays of coloured lights seen in the skies near the North 

and South Poles. The lights are created when electrically charged particles from 

the Sun collide with oxygen and nitrogen gas particles in the Earth’s                

atmosphere. The Aurora Borealis, or Northern Lights, can be seen from Norway, 

Finland, Sweden, Iceland, Canada and as far south as Scotland and northern 

England. The Aurora Australia, or Southern Lights, are more difficult to see as the 

lights are mostly seen around Antarctica and the southern Indian Ocean. 

RMS Titanic – On 15th April 1912, the RMS Titanic sank in the Atlantic Ocean after 

hitting an iceberg. The ship was on its first voyage from Southampton, UK, to 

New York, USA. The ship had been labelled ‘unsinkable’ and only carried 

enough lifeboats for half the number of people on board. Around 1500 of the 

2224 passengers and crew died. 

Shackleton – Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton led three British expeditions to the      

Antarctic. Shackleton first went to the Antarctic on Captain Robert Scott's 1901-

1904 expedition but he was sent home as he was ill. In 1907, he went back to the 

Antarctic and in January 1909 was part of a group who walked further south 

than anyone had ever been before. Disaster struck when his ship, Endurance, 

was trapped in the ice. They spent 281 days on board waiting for the ice to 

break again, but the boat was slowly crushed to pieces. 

Evolution 

Charles Darwin, an evolutionary Scientist, studied different plant & animal species. This       

allowed him to see how species had adapted to their environment. 

He developed the theory of evolution in 1859. He said that evolution worked through natural 

selection. Some individuals in a species are better at surviving than others and will have 

more offspring. 

Differences within species  can be caused by inheritance  and mutations 

Evolution is a process of change that takes place over many generations, during which     

species of animals, plants or insects slowly change some of their characteristics. 

Evolution occurs when there is competition to survive.  If an environment changes, species 

may die out. 

Evidence of evolution comes from fossils. They are compared to creatures living today. 

All living things have offspring of the same kind, features in the offspring are  inherited from 

the parents. Due to reproduction, the offspring are not     identical to their parents and vary 

from each other. 

Plants and animals have characteristics that are adapted to their environment. If an         

environment changes rapidly, some species may not suit the new environment and will die. If 

the environment changes slowly, some species that are best suited survive to reproduce. 

Over time these inherited characteristics become more dominant within the population. 


